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The notion of ethics undolybpdalys an important role in our doeiaiiveand differs according to the sensitivity of the
environmemt,v u ! &rinding mgethdrtuouprinciples agd atin ideal and absolute haymvbigfwveknow is impe

sible to achieen sdtbehovessyand it isurmoratesponsiklifivto question the chowesnakihrouglour freedom

to do right or wroMpreover, legal rules eafdwgviththe mores of a society and do not, themselves, hénzzactaoral ¢
Shouldve therefooaly apply the $asfithe moment and condid@mnythinthat is not forbidden remains ingdlmiksel

Or, on the contrary, arealeof gangbeyondnerdegality and agkourselves: if we wamt ! xright, wriavoid
doingx i bwuoig,thdbw can we adjustetiavio@if we knowhatonsequences a decisi@y haven the interests of
those around us (humans andequiicit should we do or nasle®rse taohdovhatveshould da@ompared twing
whatveshould not?

The Siss Horse Industry CouncibdministraticdDOFICHEV (formerly the Swiss HorseAhthirsisiratiocdFiChey)
instigated a discussion conctvaingst essentihicalequireants Theediscussions led te thalisation that there was

a sigricanheed for information and commuricatioriopicsFor this reastimeCOFICHEV analysed a number of current
ethical issues gnublishedn initial statagerviewswell as future perspediiR@scedt al 2011a, 201)1b

Tenyeardaterthat report haswbeen updatdedking intaccourthe mogsecentelevargcientific publicatifiPencedt
al 2022)This Summary Regoxtersheg v m nstruatdirey diits ntodt notable poifReadelisterested in moral@pth
knowledgmayconsulthefullversion and delve into ¢laild of the conclusions and recommeintiagotisg willalso
findallnecessary bibliographical references for understanding these complek ashijestsatsns

In generahe editonssethe termhorséto refer tthe variouweeds and types of domestic horses anthglonigisg to

the specidgquus cahss The termequidsindequineeferto all moderdomestimembers of the gelBgausincluding
horses, donkegsd hybriddiclusive langudges been used as much ssshfgHowever, in order to make an already
difficult scientifind specialissubject intelligible aadier to reatieeditordiaveretained thatylerule that permikse
generic masculine geragim/hisjo refer to both seXesfurther @d complicating teetthey havasoopted to not
include ardoublets, typographgalbolsormarkshat interrupt standard wotlds lainguage.
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1. B@Msbdlhgu

The hors@nce a livest@ikimal and a syidfmasculinityserving associal and economic engine reserved for agricultural
wak, transport, and the militaagnowconquered theban anfémalelomais Horses havéecome faithful companion

for leisure and spart even for convenmsedionetimes, people even attribute feelings tébioesksg tinkmwever,

the maiactors the horse industry focused on the mankegrawth, without considestigréo bea sustainability factor

in its own right. This view stronglgpatiacgthe interests of the animal.

Societydemands are increasing anthaifesh publications that call into question many practices invaltlingatorses
fojoh!uif! joevt us z i Rublit quarjatdoohtroverdigsimalily tangée Isyffeyifbstiorsds! ) T MP *
experience througair exploitatjas wethsindustryelateénvironmental damage. An initial amadgdthatpeople
approacthe issue from two different ahlgesnost popular artgke ethic oésponsibility, aims to protect aandals
tolerates their utilisation by humansrnigefchthe care and subsistence wefgmbderl his pragmatitlaeasoned
line of thought acceptsler certain condititresasymmetry of theae#dtipetween humans and ggtistems from
theirreversibktatus dhe domestic anirBgiveighing thanerests of both parties (eqouipeoplajtha just balance,

it is possible to examine, from a moral point@fntigwinimise the intygi$ strairand justify n the other end of
the scaleghe angle obnviction tétsforns anopposite approach, rejetttegpncepdf any gap between humans and
animalsAs suchabolitionisendantispeciesistadically advocfatehe ablition of all fos of use of living beings, but,
rooted in idealidmydittle or naoncern fdné consequencesuafha systematposition.

TheCOFICHEMpports the princigfi@ersonal responsibility towards th&roonsaethicaboint ofiew it defends the
possibility eimployingquidsprovided the¢rtaimmperativese respecte@nlyverridinmterestsanjustifithestrais.

In additignhedayto-day conditionsnednagemedheepingyvorkandransparas well as endlifedecisionspustespect
essential welfare standards based onstuidinsfic

2. Ut mjpmpbd&!gh oj uj pot

In each specific field, specialised communicatios, axtrzarsgeission of knowledge réugiuse of a set of rigorously
defined tms. They specify the denomination of frequently usedhblartytacepts.

2.1 The MstCommoitoncepts

Ethicsefers ta practical and normative philosophical discipline that indicated,iyiet stkogiestioning system how

human beisghould best behave towards each other and their surroundings. Thesoapmaasiktshef methodical
deliberatianverthe question of what is right and juStvissnimaWelfardct (Art. BniWA cefines the terms dignity,

strainsand wédre. Our discussion is based on these concepts and their interpretation.

TheAnitharaCterngSOdﬂelfaraS a state in which the ar Affective state: no pain and Health and funtioning: no illnesses
does not experience negative sensatistagned dissatisfactio suffering, positive emations... and injuries, safely, food, waler...
its natural needs. More specificaibndtoms under whighimal

arekept and fstiouldhot disturtheibodily functions and behav

Norshould those conditibngs d f t t j wf mz bidogical

capacity amapt. Thus, within the lintitatafapacity, equids shi

remaimble to behave in accordanteeiiibeciesS heyshoulde

clinically healthy &me® opainsuferingharmand anxieffig-

urel).

Today, (domes#itinal welfare specialists have developed a Normal behaviour: movement, social
that takes into account several parameters: positive em irgeractions, exploration,

hysical amdentatealthappropriafenctiorandspeciesppropri- apaten-.
p,[ yh bituSurrentl tlﬁgin FiNn r ral‘histpdm FI\E)pFr P FiguelRepresentation of the statgoad welfaren thre
ate ha u e . Ys 0 _ap_p oac e €FT€€- Gimensions (modifiedaataptedccording traser, 2008)
doms, considergdiependeaind indispensallleAnimad must
haveaccess to water and food in quantities apptiogirgtedies, Zheir managentconditiamust not caukem any
psychological suffering (fear, distressTaeyJ)u&t have a certain degree of physical coh&pniygt not be subjected
toanyill-treatment that could cause pain pamufilngymusteceive treatmim the eve of iliness, Bheymust be able
to live in an environnapprropriate ttieirspecieshese parameters reflect an ideal and theoretical state characterised by the
absence of negative signs. However, the essential conditiormsl féor wedfaseiaability ahticipategorogresare
lacking in orderspecifyhether wetds minimaligceptable, gpodexcellent in concrete situdtmtigs aimumerous
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studiearecurrentlynderway to firaiable indicatbesed otihe animal@dan theenvironme(iigure?). Such indicators
can helpssess and improve welfare. TheAAWiRN elfare Indidapoesocsifor horses affior donkeymeethese
objectivetn practicéhey areridelysed

Facial Coding Unit

Ears stiffly backwards

Orbital tightening
| | Tension above eye area
Prominent strained chewing
muscles
Mouth strained and pronounced
' | chin

Strained nostrils and flattening of
the profile

Facial Coding Un Figure lllustations of scores2 @n the

Ears stiffly backwards i i i
s backuards  facial grimace scale for assessing pa
Tension aboveeyearea  (SOUrce: Dalla Costa E et al,

Promilnentstrained chewing  https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0
Vouth stansgangpronoy 1.0003  Creative  Commons  Attrib

W jchin__ License)
Strained nostrils and flatten
the profile

Facial Coding Un

Ears stiffly backwards
Orbital tightening

Tension above eye area
Prominent strained chewing
muscles

Mouth strained and pronou
chin

Strained nostrils and flatten
the profile

Total Eain score

c. d.
AccordingtotheiwWfe j hoj uz! j t ! f b dithdt lumgns rbughioldn!thg celiatforsE vatitHabapinsal i
Thismeans that we must respebtanimiarhimself or hersg@fcludingndividalparticularitiesehaviosirand prefer-
ences). We must thereforthédkaigueorthinto account amaldeach aninialhigh matregardindependentoafrown
impressions, opini@amexperience&s suctb o j mieramt wdrth should edigal ttheiinstrumentasefulness, nor
totheirsentimental, heritagearket value.

[Total pain score |

a.

Facial Coding Unit
Ears stiffly backwards
Orbital tightening
Tension above eye area
Prominent strained chewing
muscles
Mouth strained and pronounced
chin
Strained nosfrils and flattening of
the profile

[ Total pain score |

Strains aphysical or psychological action bynableimgatonpose benefit. In extreme cases, the tentiwdss any
violencapplied tanimalto focethento do something agahmstwill or to prevehemfrom doing whaey wanThe
definitionsdcoverthenegative consequencastoéictionsStrairalways affects digbignity is ondpmprisetiowever,
if overriding interests cajustifyit. This is the case, for exampleamitmaharesubjected fmain, sufferingr harmor
exsed tanxiety drumiliatioor underginterventions that profoundlyhaiteappearameeabilities, areexcessively
objectifieds instments, also known as instrumentéfzatimiWA

TheAniWAart. 4prohibits thenjustifieBandunnecessamposition sfrain®n animls (injury, pain, stress, restriction of
freedom, violation of djgmigrwork, etdmplicit ithis sandard is timeed to weigh tfiffereninterests of the parties
involved (humansireatgand the emehment) to determine whether this gisdified. itEimpactn the horse outweighs
the interests of the other partiegattie questivis abusive and amourtsdntemputfdignity.

The conceptspaiinsufferingancharmare not easy to distinguish, but understandimgsthatarfif@anyimpairments to
welfardRains characterisedanyunpleasant sensory and emotigrei@xpesociated with real or suspected tissue damage
(lameness, collt)s noted that donkeys dghoopairasblatantlgs horseda theyremaimore stoiénimals experience
sufferings negative emotions that affect their quality infddettazidvelfareSufferings expressed throagimormal
behaviour abeddylanguagéaciakxpressionsar positippostures, etcHarms manifested by loss of functionality or
behavioural disorders, such as limited respasstenesappeawhen animals are pushed to extremedeagis of

tation.

Anxietys also part of thegative emotigresup Whetherpsradic or lofgging,anxietys characterised by a state of
alertness, a disorganisationcdrsetfland a decreasé¢hia ability to adapt to variations in the enviroonstittitis
strain tharovokestress arglifferingt occurs under certain ¢nirggconditionisat are particulariyietyprovoking and
stressful, such as transportatioehiclgroadtraffic, participation in a sportingoevfaniger and veterinary Aaxiety

can manifest asuddenr sometimdwutahnd dangerowgear respondaring new or unexpesitedtionforthe horse.

It is not always easy to distinguistshyfiogfearandphobia

Shyingbccurs when horses corgmmething unknowh&m They use reatural means of protetiainhas no direc
impact otheir welfastateThey baekvaysnortandhen begin to explBears arinstantanecalsdmorantense emotion
felt in the presence of an object, or event, dp&sctsdeal a danger or threat. In proximity, this alareadgstam |
defence or avoidamsponse the fight or flight reacfidre animisl mobilisingdaptivedalties red a selfpreservation

1 Emphasis added
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https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0092281.g003
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0092281.g003

instincPhobigs differefitom shying and fear intthlktays occulisproportionately mnahticipatiomherthe horse has
nothad sufficiehébituation to contimnaturalesponseo the triggerhis ishte casg i f o ! usicdpacitigpadaptf
has been exceeded.

2.2 Unjustifieftrains

Humiliatiomccurs when the situation ar@gtse of the folliogy cri-
teriaThe aimal isnechanised amskd only @smachindie or shis
ridiculedrepresentdikea lifeles thing oanobject, osubjectetb
measures that totalfyove all senseaiftrolCertaibreedingoal®r
practicesan humilias@individual, a gronfpanimalsy the animial
the abstract seffiype, breedtc.)In shortthisstrainmens thahe
animals are not seen for what they are.

An intervention profoundly alterppbanceor abilitie®f an animg
when it leadsdddss of functiona(fjgure) or to anintensdoss of
abilitiesf it causesHiliatiorperturbing thesthetappearanfmaked
dogs), of it islonglasting or irreversible, sudhm$ g gqj o h'!

amputatinigot f t #(t&il ddckinet caudectoynynpaired faculti oo
may alsmanifest aglaptive disordergrigionmentahange, devid e 7 >
tins from specispecific development (behaviour, grontinyetcz)y,r@ Horse suffering from hyperkalaemic periosii

ducedesponsiveness to external dixvalssivabjectificatipor in- (HYPP) with a conformation characterised by hypel
strumentalizatism@strain arising from the practig@igequidsnto musculature  (sourcemurphy2136, ~ screen  ci
meredevice atthe hands of humans, without any sengitiigpe 1UPS/Www.youtube.com/watchPxiZgmM)

cific needsrtotheiphysical and psychological interests

Risk assessment

Whe acceptingersonal responsibilisk assessmeapresenn indispensable step in the analys&hi¢assue.
Depending on the probability and intetesitagdthe risk may be negligible, low, moderate,daigistrophic. The
subjectevperception tbklevel variesmongndividualslepending in particular on the ability to antecipatstidhof
acceptability of a risk depends on several pémgraetietsahe expected berwfihpared the damage incurred, the
possiility of repairing the damage orwet| ashe existence of a less damaging afenictiveilcheverthelestlow
similar results.

3. Fui sdjbordj g mf t

Anyone caring foregmidnust assuniredividual responsibility s ! u i rhahagemgeamndhiseSuthndividuals must
take into accourd fipecific needs of the species (feeding, health, sooiedncentact, enriched environment, sense of
securityest, etg.Furthermorney mustevelop a harmonious relationship with the darsenhaseal trust.

This dutgxtends to the veatibn of facts (age, illness, inability theaisfy meréds) and the decisidre taken when

asick animeaén no longerdiftectively treateduch @asean enaflife everfslaughter euthanasshould be performed
tofreethe animédom irreparable suffering or diswittheiut waigjiordeath to occgpontaneoushhe fate oftheo j n b mi t !
remains is also a matter for ethical consideration.

In additiomthis responsibilityplicates sevetammitments the part thfe caretaker:
1 Regulaacquitionof n-depttknowledgeith rgard tequinespecieénatural needs, health, behaviour, biomechan-
ics, appropriate wignitysociecultural and heritagkigs and societabncernandsensitivities.
1 Develapent ofhecapacitto assess the riskpiids fac@ndto understandatity from their point of; vieww
attributing them witlaracteristics and feelings specific to humkedgeitgsy mind thif¢ctive aadthropo-
morphigiews doot provelapprojate remeditsanyinfringemeswntheirinherent worth

Theambitioeand economic interests of individuals and organisations must noj olwdaditheqiirementsor those
relative to theielfee and dignity. These points &eogiden primary importance irrespective of the breed, age, sex, individ-
ualityortype of use of the horse.

The correct use of a horse is based on the constahtsesgeadiral aptitudes, physical andlpgigai constitution,
andcurrentapacities, without resortithgise of chemical substasgel,adrugsorofunsuitable aidsmethods

This attitude requires people and organisationsfitidze setf to behave with respect, hahesiyrage in theela-
tionshipamondgumanamongnembers of an associatidtsseatier, and betwelenmans and eguid
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Finallypeoplevhocae for equids must consierelationstspvith them as historically determined andshbjedtre
evolution, improveremd maturation.

4. Hf of 8 b pid tbwmf!

4.1 Thought Processes

Severaitrainsesult dectly from the domestication processjoidipecies. These include, for example, freedom of move-
mentestrictior(stables, pens, tethegitiag), more or less severe linsitdtsocial behaviour, submission to human authority,
irrevesible madfications physical appearahceugh the selection of capgpéaalingaits (docility, strength, speed, endur-
ance, coaharacteristietc), and hereditary diseases.

In return, egsiénjoy a number of benefitssdéoadtysafety drproteimin from predators, sheltethealtbare. Tihre
employmeoan thus hgartialljustified by the advantagegrovided, however, thabtltegigh thstrainsesulting from
thér direcemploymefdr our own benefihese include, famgde, th contribution of egquim oupsychologidadlance
andenjoymentecreatipand various servitey provide

The process of domesticatimothasangdke origadbehaviour and natural rifetle horses of the stefipastoday,
horses mowaonggrazindibrerich forage for tthirds of the dawhen humans allow them to darsb theisocial
instincts motivéttento gather tmer@d. Even so, domesticdtamsignificantly redlicp s leves of flight and aggression,
providingfa docility thivourgteractiswith humans and improves safety.

Horses and equestrian activities have attracted young women fiaomd bathl bdoskgrounds. This gender makes up
67.8bofequicbwners in Switzerland. In the hierarchytaf doimads in the moderrevidesor|chorse havéhus risen

to the rank of compaaiomalalongside catsd dog Such anrientatiomaspasitively correlated with cafoeranimal
dignityand welfare. In this respect, the expectatiotys of padieular of authorities, organigatdndividuals, have
clearly increased. Consequently, the lifeddmgspibmsibility for dnegins aheirconception abathand continues
during their managemeydwarsg animals on the brgddim, their training, their active careers, and theitietirginent

to the end tfeir livesThat said, the legislative systemsispoiards that are based on minimakatgieeparticular

the concept of animal dignity.

4.2 TheHeld offenson betwednvestockndCompanioMimals

75%
0% 703
67.9%

Today, equidse caught betweendhgng and conflicti
definitiongrovided iBwiss legislation (OMédM\A D
The proportion of companion animals is constantly £ ©
(Figurel). The legalistic approach to livestock base &
giene and food safetgmgelr corresponds to the most
spread soewmltural perception, as all equidsiepser- -
vicesOn the one hatidestock animatdikeneddta kind
of living machine uratggressiveiman controltheirole = .,
of transforming nutrientgjoadsind service®n the othe = s«
hand, despite good intentjoabfying horsesampnion
animals carriesoitashare of risks. It can leadggenediec T . - MM .
care doatclippingblanketing, industrial food, supple fnes
obesity...) andédevel ainthrpomorphism tlimeansriguret Evolion of the proportlon of ecﬁmdx)mpanlonshlpmﬂestoc

animal naturéhis new hierarchtypés of equids aimsateprding to the types of éspitice: Identitas AG, 2021a)

grant theompanion animals a superior and protectedakghitiritigem from the food market. They woplddius

them i kind of elitdassFurthermore, ffremotion of their role as companions for human beings could lead the public to
beleve thatnderworking them or not working theepiegsshes ideal. The risk, in the long run, would be that this exclusion
would be seen as a decisive steprinffthaiwelfareespecially as tie@iploymefur entertainment aftereroneously

¥ seen as benevolent and harmlesa. @&wehopmenulkebdrive eqsidut of agriculture and into the realm of luxury
entertainment.

01.2016

4.3 EquidManagement

The livingonditions of ecgsdf q s f t f o urhgsitelbategigslies. heur atitutles, most domestic horses live in very
controlled environments.ig barticularly truetfamrsaénvolved ileisurectivitieandin a wide varietyspbrs activities.
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TheAni®requirepeople who manage tharefiveorses ttake trainin-*g’; u
courseand prove that thayehe necessary knowledgentle the ai™ =
imalgroperly. - -

Individual box stalls rethaimost common tradittamedingnode, alt
hough groupanagmenbas increased significantly in recent yeag

managindonkeys, hybridaduncastratedat equls forspors or re- g
productiongs well asastration, the use of electricity to limit m¢EEEEes ,
environmental impaandndustrgustairizlity. Even ssome avenues, o o co kept iu”di'ng zone (Photo: Swi
merit particular mentidrese include measures to reduce the igggct of

equetsianfacilities and practices, optimised use of antiparasitic substances

and antibiotics, improving plant biodiversity with mixed gradimg(sasiiadimprovingasturenanagemethtough
enrichmenmtith legumes, rotations, trees, heddessgemdthe developmenactive paths

Howeverresponsible aagpropriateisbandgndemploymedepends dhefacilitiesOn the one hand, drjnagection
legislatiomandatesnumber sfructuresnd practices that are very difficult to achieve in agriculturabdreakha@u, the
society demands extensive space (edbtekpastures, etc.) fmmnagingquds The latest prowisicof th&patial
Planningct 8PAart. 164 haveased certain requirements related to keepikingadids in agricultural areas. Howeve
they only concern existing?fdwaihdave pastureland and produce thehtzgimityforagébag. Finally, keepieguids

on lands zoned for construetizains difficult due to the high value of the land.

4.4 The EmploymehEquids in Sport

The position centringemuine welfatikeequindhuman partnershipdthesustainability of hoisespat is an area yet to
be explored, particularly when an instrumental and commedsitd dpfsamadeinature as anim&guestrian prac-
tices thus entail risks that expose equine athletes to physical atdgrsysthailegichich playgaificanble in career
interruptions and terminations. However, the vetheiatseedoles not allow for the correction of all fiegtioef
example, the stress causstiingoung animalader saddte by the first transport expErsloes not seem to be
completely avoidable. If we also take into account the diversity of théaeijitipereuiraddor the varidigsiplines,
we can also see that there is a wide range of factady¢nstlgaaifect éjaine wiake In all contexts (frieisure
activitieto higHevel events), improwirig f ! fiving gorditions remains a delicate task, duangekend very
heterogeneous relationships that humans develop with them.

Conpared to recreational equespioet, competition imposes a higher degree of physical and mental strain. Not only is a mc
intense athletic performance required of thet tadsseat adaptation ofrttegiagemeand handling conditions. For

exampl, thewre oftebodyclippedndruggedll year round, isolated indodhboxes during competiindsansported

several thousand kilometres a year by truck ernailamnksdplines are therefore subject to particular criticism (endurance,
eventing, show jumping, ratmny,

Despite advances in knowledge about welfare, there is still significemtenmmafwhigipesstrairpractices are not
being satiactorily reduced. Injuries, neglect, mistreatment, doping.epddonimgnpeactices, suddenttedtite of
animals after retirenzentt the retraining of racehorses are of congeublio &nel the media. There is even a sense of
uneasenaong the public, veterinaaadsthologists, which is echoed in thEveadiahe various playarde eques-

trian and racing indusstieg)gléo redefine themselves and to assegitirtiecheof their sport. There is still a riskgof leavin
horse andtheir health in second pasitielbehindhe desire to wimeprestigeandthefinanciatakes.

The early training of horses is still a subject of discussion. Todaynaemgéapiace riding techniqguesarethe
ground, huather seek a collabonatibrthe horse. Animal behaviour and psychology are part of thidrisomhgrns.
in many training stables, horsshiaeged first on the grbefude beinglden. Unfortunately, many riderswuartastillar
wththefundamentatdinciples of training that make respectful training possible.

National and internatfedatations have rdkssigned &nsure the welfare of the horse in competition. However, they still
face difficulties in adapting them toissuweshand challeng@£ommunicating the new rules in an understandable and

2 Existing agricultural enterprise with a total labour requirement of 1 SLU (standard labour unit). Theigdntor énalUower aheminder, 1
horse LSU (Livestock Unit) = 0.03 SLU (1 adult horse = 0.021 SlagjcaltdraHand-=028 SLU.

31t is generally assumed that 70% of the forage should come from the farm and 0.245 ha/horse.
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convincing way to theirbeesand in training the officedponsible for enforcing t@eamges sometinmestigata
hostile attitude from professionals.

The answar these welfare issuendiesthelegsthe knowledge provided by scientific research and tthegraétestto
number of peofdtrtly, the recognition of indicators of impairment to the healtti vaidfiaity of egjuindolvedh spogt
deserves close attention. Indeeduésérigmopulation does not clearly understand the linkbédesigref equine
distress and tharameters that cause these negative emotions. Thaguhdezfiatite factors that deteriorate animal
welfare and cause safety prolnemrder todace the problems, it is therefore considered |edgtioizt enore attention
to this issue in the education and awareness programmes set up by equestrian organissEmde pends/Ergely
on hovequestrian athlgiesceive scientificeattesand then accept or refuse to apply them.

The Rksof SrainforEquids in Sport

Thestraingienerated by stressful situations in sports activities and healtedisociTs amiegpuldi the media,
veterinarigrend ethologis®iee groups also expraggsrehensiabouthreats of drugeuduring training, prohibited
medication, dopiagd thencomfortalitsue of the future of ashédter a sporting career. Includingghesaathe
weighing of interests allows dhaarjustified or condemned. Several books, publidegtsansl, ieviews havaluated

the variables that can immediately or indirectly generate stress, linibppriomisenae/fargaihealthor modify
behaviour. Unfortunately,ishiétke scientifiesearch takiagleep look inte arious risk parameteravétfiaresuch as

by means of multivariate moHefseouldnclude the discipline (riding, driving, etc.), thdiffesdtyg the qualification of
the athletes, the age of the botbe conditiomswhich horsearemanagednd trained. There is a greater number of
publications evaluaingsituatias inracehorses (gallop and trot).

In summary, spaiatd strainaffect several vital systems. Thesgatbhidgies of thels (joints, tendons, ligaments,
fee}, thebackandhemusclg digestive system disorders (colic, obesity, ismiapgdistric ulcers), respiratory diseases,
anxiety angdr reactions, thermoregulatory problems, overtrainiagd @xemnserk.

In racing, similar caseslaserved, but with a higher frequency of accidents with fatal outcomesr{gardimeaszular o
fractures or sudden dé&atearchermavddentifiechearlyd800 risk factors for lethaicaused by the nature of the track
surface, racing conditammd the age of the animals.

Recommendations are addmaésedilio the federattoconcerned. They should take regulatory and ongeisatemal

to ensurelosemonitoring of horses to detect imminent or earlesigmsToe need taiglate more precisely on the
employmeaof horses seems desirable, but the multiplicity of disciplines makes it difficult to drafocleatemdrsatisf
this respect, the organisations #rel&st placed to formulate tealeqjgmbemes but these only concern the equestrian
minority who take part in sporting events uaaidcttisfinally, the measure that canthepuaetice of hunteahaviour

that isletrimenitéo equidsemains the basic and continuing educatiitingf flegpulation at all levels andevfthive in

the industry. The skills of the teaching staff play a crucial role in the trameu{ESiocho$kile mustiased primarily

on the results of scientific research on equine welfare.

In thefuture, federations will face thehadienge of developing educational and public relations concepts to raise awarenes
abouthe welfare adignity of egsideisure, racing, competigtgisFurthermore, theyhaile tencourage a paradigm

shift and a change in thecfozddLein any interactions withsegwvien so, merely emphastiggntral plabat animal
protectiohots will not suffiCehey will stilbedo provide tools (equine ethology, determining factoranbliblelgiaal

ioural indicators, evaluationrepnitoring systems, etc.). These tools make it possible to identify the characteristic signs
discomfa

5. Tqfdpygjidtwm t

COFICHEV has carried out a detailed and critical analysis of atiigaldsmntisuker practices that emey betered
with equéthat arbredmanagedndemployeih the domestic environment.

5.1 Management oicdstrated Male Equids

The deocialisaethanagement of unsterilized malgstgllimss and jacks, whé&théreeding or)riatdomestic environ-
ments is a subject thaghasn itmportanagverecent years. Generally, males are castratery drelyefno chaoice
serving dsreeding stallions after a sporting career.dtoematioregulayl eveal that managéerdo not know these

b o] maiunat nedds, time extent of the difficulties involved, as they have not aqojpedtthekilfs. Some even
consider theitanagemea rewarding, very intergstiagerfun. In realitthe majorityotastrated male®in very
restrictive conditions (individustabaxithout permanent accespaadorkinsuchen impoverished environment, their
demands for social (bodily, visual, pifadtanditorgdntacnd fremovement are rasalysfied-urthermore, they often
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cannot retreat and avoid the excitement caused by the continuous proximithdfatetongrartspedifieirepro-
ductive expressions include the risk of sexual frustrationclaraoicretrexs. Tétimirmaybecome manifest through
selfmutilation, including biting of the flanks and thighs, aggression, or othad wwesdabtgerous behavioural prob-
lems for the animal and for humans.

To avoiduch problentbe sociatalican senasa respectful solu-

tionallowing fdahe expressionessentialontactd-{gurd). The

frequency of agonistic interactions decreases very quickly and remains

low after a few d&alowing period of acclimatisatumeas-

tratednale can be kept in a group of geldings or mares between breed-

ing seasons. Téstablishmerftabacherherd is a welescribed

alternative. Keeping a statligickn a stable also requires some

basic precautions. Staff should bedcdugaper handling and

practices. Marasd jennieshould not be housed in neighbouring

stalls or paddocksokdsfence aroypalddockshoulgrevent es-

cape and injury. If more than one horse in the stable is to be taken

outside, ttetallioshouldlwaybe taken out first. The use of puridtivg Interaction between two stallions housed in stzdi
and coercive means to control sexual behaafignarges is un{Source: Swiss National Stud)
justifiable as it hinders their welfaroarsddisdain floeiinherent worth

5.2 Castration

In our regions, ownergat@stvery large proportion of their male foals from the age of one year onwards, mainly because
their lack of prospects as hgestdick. This is certainly the most frequent operation performed sindi@mf$estsThis

dignity of the horas,itprofoundly modifies f ! bcappcitidsrandtappearance. It is justified by the overriding interest of
the security it bsrg the male ahodse around hi@uestioning the removal of the testicles in order to respect the bodily
integrity ofi¢unctimaleés not in itself decisiveudficient, especially when taking into account how the management context,
mediocre caend strair(frustration, behavioural proldems)! d pngs p nj t fBvenisdhé durgigantdchmi t ! x f |
nique camty bdegitimised if it is carried out effectively and safely and is folloaeageynadibrapy.

In the absenceveferingreasons, the usefulnestenlizing female is much more difficult to prove, espeaiajlyinghen
thabestruselatethehaviours madagticipation in sporting activities difficult or irepessinegiternatives exist. Con-

venience opévas aimed at modifying the normal reproductive behaviour of a mare remain unjustified in all cases. The
only a feyrovigins that legitimise chemical or surgical interventions armptysiekogy of a mare, Hiestquine
gynaecologist atldologist (if necessangestablish the clear causal link between the pathological functional state of a mare
reproductigangandnegative effectshen welfare apersonalitaparoscopierilizatias preferred. In the absence of

such aliagnosis, but where welfanpasred varéctomy is unjustified as long as specialists have not attempted prior con-
servativieeatment (intrauterine technique, hormone therapy, GnRH inhibition, conditioniregtreisr) tto redhilzie

its htensity and duration.

5.3 Restriotg thevlovement Range

By nature, horses live in large terfigtie®)( The artificial envi-
ronment of domestic steelping systems necessarily results in a
reductiom he space available to theseapdcda restriction in their
movemenangeThis restrictioamains slight for groups of animals
livingin semlibertyon vast terraifmutit issubstantial and decisive
for thosbousedhdividually. Under theenticonditions, the mate-
rialisatioof thigestrictionan influence behaamaiwelfareFor
examplewhenthe minimunbeddingovered resting area is in-
creasedipweranking animétsdown flat and isédfior longgpe-

riods of timé\ggressiveitsaalso decrease with increrdohork

size. This effect is partictdarBkableip to 10 0QF. Figurd Arid steppes, the natural halfiethofse (source: M
L o Polakhttps://upad.wikimedi@fwikipedia/commons/818A4¢
Spaceestrictiors necessary but justified if the horsesnsatatyia 2012.jng Creaie CommonrstributioBhare Alike 4r@iern:

pacity to adae respectdtoer safety characterised by the timwlicensg

of materials that resist impact without breaking and presentingoardaffgercimewall)ouldninimise the risk of
injurywhile optimising security by prewestapg-(gureé). The AniP@ohibitéencing off enclosures with barbed wire
Diagonally woven wire mesh or knotted wire netticgnisnastdeeiaddocksaybe closed off with electric fencing only
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